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Whether it is on the golf course or along 
the shores of the Atlantic Ocean, it won’t 
be long until future residents of Atlantic 
Beach Country Club will be playing in the 
sand. 

Nestled in the heart of Atlantic Beach, 
this incredible new coastal country club 
community will be just a chip shot away 
from the community’s golf course and a 
short walk or bike ride from the beach. 

Located at the site of the former Selva 

Marina Country Club, Atlantic Beach 
Country Club has created more than just 
a buzz – buyers are responding. Purchas-
es of home site sales and club member-
ship are well ahead of projections and 
the momentum continues to build. Of the 
community’s 178 home sites, 142 of the 
home sites are under contract including 
three contracts recently signed over the 
last 10 days. Nearly 400 members have 
already signed up for club memberships, 
and more than a dozen new members are 
under contract to purchase a home site in 
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Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices Florida Network Realty
Atlantic Beach’s newest community sparks excitement

Rendering special for Homes
When complete, the 16,000-square-foot clubhouse at Atlantic Beach Country Club will feature 
a junior Olympic-size swimming pool with children’s water features, seven Har-Tru tennis 
courts, several dining options, a fitness center, tennis and golf pro shops and locker rooms. 
Also being built is a new 18-hole, 6,815-yard championship golf course designed by Erik Larsen 
and 178 single-family home sites that will be surrounded by the golf course.

By Elaine Markoutsas
Universal Press Syndicate

An emerging trend is a growing category of products that 
are equally at home in a family room or a patio. What both 
have in common is comfort — both curl-up and visual. And 
not unlike the glue that holds interior spaces together, acces-
sories are what make outdoor rooms livable — and give them 
personality.

Livability is quite the buzzword. In fact, on retailer web-
sites, outdoor living is the updated header that once included 
only a few furniture options and now encompasses pillows, 
poufs, rugs, lighting, lanterns, planters, curtains, dinner-
ware and even art. 

When IKEA U.S. commissioned a report on the home, its 
conclusion about outdoor living is that it is “our new back-
yard oasis ... an extension of our living room and our kitchen, 
a place to relax and entertain.”

On the Pottery Barn website, there’s a mini primer that 
puts forth design ideas. “For areas big and small, everything 
starts with comfort; extend your hours outdoors by layering 
in lighting with a mix of lanterns and flameless candles; to 
effortlessly entertain, have a variety of occasional tables to 
accommodate food and drink.”

See OUTSIDE Page 6

When it comes to furnishings, 
what’s in and what’s out  
is not so clear anymore.

Left: A fanciful pattern called Cotillion shown in bright 
is part of Emma Gardner’s rug collection for Couristan. 
The scrolls have a traditional reference, but the palette of 
turquoise, coral and citron on cream is thoroughly modern. 
Right: A ribbon-like design in blues and greens offers a 
strong graphic underfoot. It’s one of the new outdoor rugs 
introduced by Loloi.

OUT?INSIDE or 

Would you guess that just 
about everything in this 
sunroom is outdoor-friendly? 
From the snappy Savelli 
stripe rug (available at 
Pottery Barn from $59 for 
a 2-by-3-foot rug to $599 
for 8-by-10-foot) to the 
outdoor wicker sectional to 
the concrete-top table with 
natural wood base to the 
ceramic clay side table with 
faux rope detailing.
Photos courtesy of  
Universal Press Syndicate

A pergola frames an 
outdoor room that’s 
especially inviting because 
of a cohesive palette of red, 
white and bright blue, and a 
wonderful mix of materials, 
patterns and shapes. Red 
Adirondack-style chairs 
add a pop of color, matched 
with a geometric design 
rug that grounds the space. 
A woven barrel chair and 
pouf in blue are rounded 
shapes like the mosaic-top 
table. Pillows are in solids, 
geometrics and florals.
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the community. Atlantic 
Beach Country Club is 
well on its way to reaching 
its target of 520 member-
ships by the end of 2014.

“We are thrilled by the 
response and congratu-
late the development team 
and Membership Direc-
tor Melissa Bryan on the 
success of Atlantic Beach 
Country Club,” said Chris-
ty Budnick, executive vice 
president of residential 
real estate, Berkshire 
Hathaway HomeServices 
Florida Network Realty, 
the real estate company 
responsible for home site 
sales at Atlantic Beach 
Country Club. “This is 
rare opportunity to live 
in a new club community 
that offers a lifestyle un-
like any other.”

Atlantic Beach Partners 
LLC, a development team 
with a proven history of 
performance and a pas-
sion for quality, purchased 
the former Selva Marina 
Country Club property in 
2013 and is transforming 
the 180-acre property into 
a modern club commu-
nity. The team is spend-
ing approximately $22 
million building a new 
16,000-square-foot club-
house, a junior Olympic-
size swimming pool with 
children’s water features, 
seven Har-Tru tennis 
courts, a new 18-hole, 
6,815-yard champion-
ship golf course designed 
by Erik Larsen and 178 
single-family home sites 
that will be surrounded by 
the golf course. The club-
house will offer several 
dining options, a fitness 
center, tennis and golf pro 
shops and locker rooms.

Crews at Atlantic Beach 
Country Club are work-
ing seven days a week 
and construction of the 
clubhouse and course 

are ahead of schedule. A 
grand opening for the new 
golf course and clubhouse 
is planned later this year.

“It is very exciting so 
see the transformation of 
this great historic site take 
shape,” said Susie Wood, 
managing partner of 
Atlantic Beach Partners. 
“With its close proximity 
to the ocean, country club 
lifestyle and amenities, 
we believe Atlantic Beach 
Country Club will be a 
neighborhood unlike any 
other for families seeking 

a coastal club lifestyle at 
the beach.”

Many of the home sites 
will offer stunning water 
or golf views lined with 
a beautiful tree canopy. 
Buyers may select home 
sites ranging in width 
from 55- to 80-feet and 
can build their home 
with the Atlantic Beach 
Country Club preferred 
builders or their builder 
of choice. Sites are priced 
from $195,000 to the low 
$400,000s.

“Imagine sitting on 

your lanai overlooking the 
golf course and enjoying 
the cool ocean breeze,” 
said Lee Elmore, Berk-
shire Hathaway Home-
Services site agent for 
Atlantic Beach Country 
Club. “This is the lifestyle 
that residents will enjoy at 
this beautiful beach com-
munity.”  

For more information, 
contact Elmore at (904) 
241-2835 or Lee.Elmore@
BerkshireHathawyHSFNR.com, 
or learn more at AtlanticBeach 
CountryClub.com.

Buyers
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Crews at Atlantic Beach Country Club are working seven days a week and construction of the 
clubhouse and golf course are ahead of schedule. A grand opening for the new golf course and 
clubhouse is planned later this year.

Atlantic Beach Country Club
(904) 241-2835

www.AtlanticBeachCountryClub.com
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As they began looking for a new home, Cynthia 
Gentry and her husband, Lewis Nelson, discovered 
they desired different features. While both wanted to 
downsize and needed a neighborhood with a sense of 
community, Gentry preferred a residence that could be 
described as unique, historic and older while Nelson 
required a home that offered modern and low mainte-
nance features. The couple found what they wanted and 
more at The John Gorrie a condominium.

“The John Gorrie provided the perfect compromise,” 
Gentry said. “It met all of the criteria we had for our new 
home.”

The couple recently relocated to Jacksonville from 
Cocoa Beach to be closer to Gentry’s sister and niece. 
When they began their search for a new home, her 
niece, who lives nearby in Riverside, suggested they 
visit The John Gorrie. The couple, along with their pet 
cat, Lucy, moved into a two-bedroom, two-bath resi-
dence in January. 

“We loved it from the moment we saw it,” Gentry said. 
Designed by distinguished Jacksonville architects 

Benjamin and Greeley, The John Gorrie a condominium 
reflects Mediterranean Revival architecture popular in 
the early 1920s. Inside, the residences feature 12-foot 
ceilings and expansive windows. Gentry was drawn to 
the residences’ original historic architectural elements 
such as exposed or painted brick walls while Nelson 
was pleased with the condominium’s modern luxuries 
including gourmet kitchens equipped with stainless 
steel appliances, CaesarStone countertops and hard-
wood floors.

“Our new home is lovely and filled with tons of sun-
light,” Gentry said. “We were ready to downsize and we 
wanted a ‘lock and go’ lifestyle because we love to travel.”

Beyond the doors of their new home, they 
appreciate The John Gorrie’s onsite amenities 
and its sense of community. The couple enjoys 
living in a community with a variety of residents 
including professionals, families and retirees

Gentry and Nelson are equally enthusiastic 
about living in the condominium’s Riverside 
neighborhood. They enjoy living within walking 
distance of many popular restaurants.

“Riverside is young, vibrant, walkable and beautiful,” 
Gentry said. “We love the Riverside neighborhood and 
we are very happy living here.”

The John Gorrie offers studios, one- and two-bed-
room residences and two-story townhomes. The com-
munity’s amenities include a custom fitness center, a 
private courtyard, elevators, private gated parking and 

a resident reading room with Wi-Fi Internet access. The 
John Gorrie is within walking distance of neighbor-
hood shops, restaurants and offices, residents are also 
in close proximity to the St. Johns River and a variety of 
beautiful parks. 
For more information about how you can be part of The 
John Gorrie community, call (904) 383-3688 or visit www.
TheJohnGorrie.com. 

Couple enjoys historic setting, modern conveniences 
THE JOHN GORRIE A CONDOMINIUM

Left: The John Gorrie a condominium features original 
historic architectural elements such as exposed or painted 
brick walls. The condominium’s modern luxuries including 
gourmet kitchens equipped with stainless steel appliances, 
CaesarStone countertops and hardwood floors. 
Below: Cynthia Gentry and Lewis Nelson.
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